
 
 

 
 

 Tuesday, August 13, 2024  

PM 
5:00 
(Optional) 

 
Pre-Launch Meet & Greet 
Sponsored by MDSG (Medical Dental Student Government) 
Orientation/Launch Coordinators,  
Ms. Alessandra Bassani, Ms. Niki Meka and Ms. Sarah Acselrod 

 
Elbow Room 
West Hartford  

 
 

 
Thursday, August 15, 2024 

 

AM 
7:30 

 
Arrival and Meet Group   

 
Garage 1 -Sidewalk area 

   
8:00-9:00 Welcome and Convocation 

Guest Speaker: Dr. Deborah Feldman, Class of 1994 
Keller Auditorium 

   
9:15-10:00 Overview of Launch Schedule & Expectations 

Dr. Zita Lazzarini, Dr. Christine Thatcher and Dr. Eric Bernstein 
Keller Auditorium 
 

   
10:10 -1:20  Laptop Distribution *Photo ID required* 

Academic Information Technology Services (AITS) 
Massey Auditorium 

 Individual Portraits & Ice Breakers    Under the Rotunda 
 Wellness Activities Academic Lobby 
 Fun Stuff Patterson Hall 
 Tours Various locations 
 Boxed Lunch Keller Lobby 
   
PM 
1:30-2:15  

Meet Your First Patient  
Dr. Sandra Scippa  

 
Keller Auditorium 

   
2:30-4:00 TBL Overview & How to Succeed 

*Check syllabus for preparatory assignments* 
Dr. Thomas Manger and Dr. M. Melinda Sanders 

Academic Rotunda  

   
4:00-4:30 Cell Biology 

Dr. Yvonne Grimm-Jorgensen 
Academic Rotunda 

   
 Friday, August 16, 2024  

AM 
8:00-9:45 
 

 
DoCC 1: Intro to Doctor-Patient Relationship/Ethics (TBL) 
*Check syllabus for preparatory assignments* 
Dr. Zita Lazzarini and Dr. Laurie Caines 

 
Academic Rotunda 

   
10:00-11:00 DoCC 2: Intro to Medical Interview (MIRS) 

*Check syllabus for preparatory assignments* 
Ms. Diane Stone 

Academic Rotunda 

   
11:10-12:10 Responding to an Active Threat: A Survival Mindset  Academic Rotunda 

School of Medicine 
Orientation/Launch Schedule 

Class of 2028 



Officer John “JB” O’Reilly, Community Outreach Unit 
University of Connecticut Police Department 

  Academic Rotunda 
PM 
12:20-1:50  

Wellness & Behavioral Health Presentation w/Boxed Lunch 
Dr. Adam Perrin and Dr. Jessica Meyers 

 
Academic Rotunda  

   
2:00-3:00 DoCC 3: Medical History Part 1  

*Check syllabus for preparatory assignments* 
Dr. Laurie Caines 

Academic Rotunda 

   
3:15-4:45 Evidence-Based Decision Making 1: (EBDM) Diagnostic Efficacy (TBL) 

*Check syllabus for preparatory assignments* 
Dr. Scott Wetstone 

 
Academic Rotunda 

   
 Saturday, August 17, 2024  

AM 
9:00 
(Optional) 

 
Hike to Heublein Tower 
Sponsored by MDSG (Medical Dental Student Government) 
Orientation/Launch Coordinators 

 
Talcott Mountain State Park 
Simsbury, CT 

   
 

 Monday, August 19, 2024  

AM 
8:00-8:45 

 
Becoming a Healthcare Professional (TBL)  
*Check syllabus for preparatory assignments* 
Dr. Zita Lazzarini and Dr. Thomas Regan 

 
Academic Rotunda 

   
9:00-10:15 Evidence-Based Decision Making 1: (EBDM) Diagnostic Efficacy (TBL) Part 2 

*Check syllabus for preparatory assignments* 
Dr. Scott Wetstone,  

Academic Rotunda 

   
10:30-12:00 DoCC 4: Medical History Part 2 

*Check syllabus for preparatory assignments* 
Dr. Sandra Scippa 

Academic Rotunda 

   
12:00-1:00 AAMC Questionnaire w/ lunch Academic Rotunda 
   
PM 
12:00-1:00 
(Optional) 

 
Open Tech Support Session 
Dr. Khamis Abu-Hasaballah, Academic IT Services 

 
Classroom C3/C5 & C4/C6 

   
1:00-5:30 Simulation (Sim)/ Clinical Skills 1A: HPI  

*Check syllabus for preparatory assignments* 
*See personal schedule in OASIS* 
Sim Center-CG174/Clinical Skills 
CGC7 

   
1:00-5:00 Medical Student Affairs Open House Rotating Groups 

AG-062 
   
ONLINE Financial Aid Q+A 

Mr. Christopher Bandish 
ONLINE 

   
 Tuesday, August 20, 2024  



AM 
8:00-9:00  

 
DoCC 5: Introduction to the Core Physical Exam 
*Check syllabus for preparatory assignments* 
Dr. Lavern Wright and Dr. Sandra Scippa 

 
Academic Rotunda  

   
9:15-5:00  Clinical Skills 2A: Past Medical History, Family/Social History;  

Simulation/Ambulatory Procedures 
*Check syllabus for preparatory assignments* 

*See personal schedule in OASIS* 
Clinical Skills-CGC7, Sim 
Center-CG174-rotating groups 

   
6:30 
(Optional) 

Social Event: Sunset Walk 
Sponsored by MDSG (Medical Dental Student Government) 
Orientation/ Launch Coordinators  

Elizabeth Park, Hartford 

   
 Wednesday, August 21, 2024  

AM  
8:00-9:50 

 
Evidence-Based Decision Making 2 (EBDM): Outcome measures (TBL) 
*Check syllabus for preparatory assignments* 
Dr. Scott Wetstone 

 
Academic Rotunda 

   
10:00-11:50  Intro to HSS: Introduction to Systems Thinking 

Dr. Kirsten Ek and Dr. Zita Lazzarini 
Academic Rotunda 

   
ONLINE Introduction to Financial Aid 

Mr. Christopher Bandish 
ONLINE 

   
PM 
12:00-1:00 
(Optional) 

 
Open Tech Support Session 
Dr. Khamis Abu-Hasaballah, Academic IT Services 

 
Classroom C3/C5 & C4/C6 

   
12:00-5:00  Clinical Skills 3A: Core Physical Exam Teaching  

*Check syllabus for preparatory assignments* 
*See personal schedule in OASIS* 
Clinical Skills- CGC7 
rotating groups 

   

1:00-2:15 Learning Strategies 3B 
Dr. Carrie Walker and Dr. Rhonda Mudry 

Academic Rotunda 

   
2:30-3:20  Introduction to Community Service and Advocacy 3B group 

*Check syllabus for preparatory assignments*  
Dr. Zita Lazzarini 

*See personal schedule in OASIS* 
Academic Rotunda 
rotating groups 

   
3:30-5:00 Cell Biology Primer Intro 3B Group 

Dr. Yvonne Grimm-Jorgensen 
Academic Rotunda 

   

 Thursday, August 22, 2024  

AM 
8:00-10:00 

 
Evidence-Based Decision Making 3 (EBDM): Research Designs & Binomial Outcomes 
(TBL) 
*Check syllabus for preparatory assignments* 
Dr. Scott Wetstone 

 
Academic Rotunda 

    
10:15-11:45 Exploring Dimensions of Diversity and Inclusion Session 1 

*Check syllabus for preparatory assignments* 
Dr. Sarita Arteaga, Dr. Linda Barry and Dr. Jeffrey Hines 

Academic Rotunda 



PM 
12:00-5:00 

 
Clinical Skills 3B: Core Physical Exam Teaching 
*Check syllabus for preparatory assignments*  

*See personal schedule in OASIS* 
Clinical Skills- CGC7 
rotating groups 

   

12:00-1:00 
(Optional) 

Open Tech Support Session  
Dr. Khamis Abu-Hasaballah, Academic IT Services 

Classrooms C3/C5 & C4/C6 

   
ONLINE  Introduction to Financial Aid 

Mr. Christopher Bandish 
ONLINE 

   

1:00-1:50 Introduction to Community Service and Advocacy 3A group  
*Check syllabus for preparatory assignments*  
Dr. Zita Lazzarini 

*See personal schedule in OASIS* 
Academic Rotunda 
rotating groups 

   
2:00-3:15 Learning Strategies 3A 

Dr. Carrie Walker and Dr. Rhonda Mudry 
Academic Rotunda 

   
3:30-5:00 Cell Biology Primer Intro 3A Group 

Dr. Yvonne Grimm Jorgensen 
Academic Rotunda 

   
 Friday, August 23, 2024  

AM 
9:00-9:45 

 
Students Meet Students 

 
Massey Auditorium 

   
9:00-9:45 Meeting with Parents, Spouses, Significant Others 

Dr. Marilyn Katz and Dr. Thomas Regan 
Keller Auditorium 

   

10:00-12:00 White Coat Ceremony 
 

Academic Rotunda 

   

 Sunday, August 25, 2024  

10:00 am 
&  
1:00 pm 
(Optional) 

 
Social Event:  Metacomet Kayak Tours  
Sponsored by MDSG (Medical Dental Student Government) 
Orientation/Launch Coordinators 

 
Windsor, CT 

   

 Monday, August 26, 2024  

AM 
8:00-9:50 

 
Evidence-Based Decision Making 4 (EBDM): Journal Club 
*Check syllabus for preparatory assignments* 
Dr. Scott Wetstone  

 
Academic Rotunda 

   
10:00-11:30 Cell Biology Primer TBL 

Dr. Yvonne Grimm Jorgensen 
Academic Rotunda 

   
11:45-12:50 
(Optional) 

Open Tech Support Session 
Dr. Khamis Abu-Hasaballah, Academic IT Services 

Classrooms C3/C5 & C4/C6 

   
11:45-4:45 Clinical Skills 4B: Core Physical Exam Teaching   

*Check syllabus for preparatory assignments* 
*See personal schedule in OASIS* 
Clinical Skills-CGC7 
rotating groups 

   



PM 
1:00-2:45 

Book Discussion TBL Group 4A 
Dr. Zita Lazzarini and Dr. Christopher Steele 

Academic Rotunda 

   
3:00-4:15 Professionalism in the School of Medicine & School of Dental Medicine Group 4A 

Dr. Zita Lazzarini and Dr. Sarita Arteaga 
Academic Rotunda 

   
4;30-6:00 
(Optional) 

Optional -Mini LEAP Exam Review Session 
Dr. Zita Lazzarini, Dr. Yvonne Grimm Jorgensen and Dr. Scott Wetstone 

Academic Rotunda 

   

 Tuesday, August 27, 2024  

AM 
8:00-9:20 

Exploring Dimensions of Diversity and Inclusion Session 2 
*Check syllabus for preparatory assignments* 
Dr. Sarita Arteaga, Dr. Linda Barry and Dr. Jeffrey Hines  

Academic Rotunda 

   
9:30-11:30 Introduction into Scholarship & Discovery 

*Check syllabus for preparatory assignments* 
Dr. Stefan Brocke, Dr. Aditya Tadinada, Dr. Jeffrey Pella and Dr. Kristen Guertin 

Academic Rotunda &  
Breakout Rooms 

   
11:45-4:45 Clinical Skills 4B: Core PE Assessment 

*Check syllabus for preparatory assignments* 
*See personal schedule in OASIS* 
Clinical Skills-CGC7 
rotating groups 

   

PM 
1:00-2:50 

 
Book Discussion TBL Group 4B 

 
Academic Rotunda 

   
3:00-4:15 Professionalism in the School of Medicine & School of Dental Medicine 4B 

Dr. Zita Lazzarini and Dr. Sarita Arteaga 
Academic Rotunda 

   
4:30-6:00 
(Optional) 

Optional -Mini LEAP Exam Review Session 
Dr. Zita Lazzarini, Dr. Yvonne Grimm Jorgensen and Dr. Scott Wetstone  

Academic Rotunda 

   
 

 Wednesday, August 28, 2024  

AM 
8:30-9:00  

 
 Mini LEAP Exam Check-in & AITS Tech Check 

 
Academic Rotunda 

   
9:15-11:15 Mini LEAP Exam Academic Rotunda 
   
PM 
12:00-5:00 

Clinical Skills 4A:  Core PE Assessment   
*Check syllabus for preparatory assignments* 

*See personal schedule in OASIS* 
Clinical Skills-CGC7 
rotating groups 

   
ONLINE (OIE) Policies, Resources & Reporting (Office of Institutional Equity) 

Ms. Katherine Kenyon 
ONLINE 

   
6:00 
(Optional) 

Social Event:  Parkville Market 
Sponsored by MDSG (Medical Dental Student Government) 
Orientation/Launch Coordinators 

Hartford, CT 

   
 Thursday, August 29, 2024  

AM 
8:00-9:00 

Introduction to the Fabric of Anatomy & Biology Lab (FAB LAB) 
Dr. John Harrison 

Academic Rotunda 



   
9;00-12:00 HP, HAL, VAL & First Cuts 

Dr. John Harrison and Dr. James Watras 
HAL-Human Anatomy Lab 
rotating groups 

   
PM 
12:10-1:20 
 

 
Meet Your Coaches Lunch Event 
Dr. Lisa Chirch and Dr. Matt Ledford 

 
Academic Rotunda 

   
1:30-3:00 Learning, Growth & Mastery Workshop 

Dr. John Harrison 
Academic Rotunda 

   
3:15-4:00 Career Advising 

Dr. Marilyn Katz and Dr. Mario Fahed 
Massey Auditorium 

   
4:00-5:30 Student Run Activities & Interest Group Fair  Academic Rotunda, Rotunda 

Hallway and Surrounding 
Classrooms  

   
 Key:  
 Indicates shared sessions   Medical and Dental together  
 *Indicates prior preparation required for session  

 


